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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
7 th , 2008 has been entered. 

Double Patenting 

The amendments to the claims filed on April 7 th , 2008 have defined the claimed 
invention over the claimed inventions found in the 7,238,1 88 patent, 1 0/91 1 ,982 
application, and the 11/702,258 application. Therefore, the previous Double Patenting 
rejections have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,3-19 and 22-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jameel et al (US Patent 5,584,856). 

Jameel et al disclose a device (Figures 1-3) comprising: an inner abutment 
element (12); an outer abutment element (13); at least one tension band (14) guidable 
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through rounded openings (19, see Figure 3) in the outer abutment element (13); one 
or more hook elements (a group of 28 for one interpretation or the entire element 15 in a 
second interpretation); a height of one or more hook elements is greater than a height 
of the at least one tension band (height being measured along the longitudinal axis of 
15 in Figure 1 ; further "a height" doesn't require the measurement to be the entire 
measurement of the height dimension also allowing a small height measurement of the 
tension band to be used for interpretation especially when the shapes are cylindrical); 
the at least one tension band (14) is fixable relative to the outer abutment element (13) 
by complete penetration of the hook elements (apparent in Figures 1 and 2); at least in 
the area of the at least one tension band where penetration occurs, a width if taken 
along the longitudinal axis is five times greater than the height of the at least one 
tension band or if taken perpendicular to the height and longitudinal axes is also at least 
five times greater than the height (as described above due to a full dimensional 
measurement required to meet "a height"; a width of the at least one tension band is in 
a region of between 25% and 75% of a width dimension of one of said abutment 
elements; the at least one tension band is bendable (see end of 24, Figure 2) fastened 
within the inner abutment element due to the bend; the tension band is passed through 
two-spaced apart openings (if taking the middle band 14 in Figure 2, the band has two 
components 24 passing into two symmetric holes); the two components (24) comprise 
two substantially parallel regions with the bend (initially) formed in-between them; the 
spacing of the openings in the inner abutment element (12) are less than an 1/8 of a 
width of a dimension of the inner abutment element (12); the edges of the inner 
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abutment openings (32) are rounded off (see Figure 1); the rounded openings (19) of 
the outer abutment element (13) have a deflection edge so a tensile force can be 
exerted upon the tension band transverse of a direction of spacing between the inner 
(12) and outer (13) abutment elements; the tension band (14) is positioned at right 
angles relative to the abutment elements (see Figures 2 and 3); the hook elements 
(either all of 15, or grouping of 28 both having a row of spaced-apart hook elements) 
having a steep flank and an inclined flank; the hook elements are disposed on the outer 
abutment element (see Figure 2 depicting them touching the outer abutment element); 
and the hook elements are orientated transversely of a direction of spacing between the 
inner abutment element and the outer abutment element. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Shaffer whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8683. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7am-5pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo Robert can be reached on 571-272-4719. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard Shaffer/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3733 
/Eduardo C. Robert/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3733 



